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From 1 November students applying for a visa to do postgraduate study in the UK in a
number of scientific and technical subjects will need to apply for an ATAS certificate as
part of the visa application process. This is an extra security precaution in line with
similar measures already introduced by other countries and it will apply to international
students from all over the world, except EEA and Swiss nationals. It costs nothing and
it's easy to do. You submit a form by email and you normally get your ATAS certificate
within 3 weeks, after which you proceed with your visa application as normal.
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The following is some simple guidance for this procedure. You may find the complete
guidance from the following web page:
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/fco-in-action/counter-terrorism/weapons/atas/atas-fag
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You are a non UK or EEA/Swiss national passport ATAS)
holder; for instance a Taiwanese passport holder (If your
answer is NO
then you do
not need to
apply for an
ATAS)
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You intend to take the following higher ATAS)
education/research programs in the UK: (If your
PhD, MPhil, MSc by Research, @l H:fii Doctorate answer is NO
Taught Masters in Aerospace, Mechanical Engineering, then you do
Physics or Materials not need to
apply for an
ATAS)
3 R o 2 IE SR NS0 {E You have received an
offer letter from institutions in the UK
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LLDAZE i GE ATAS. (If your
Your University will advise you of the JACS code for the answer is NO
area you wish to research. If the JACS code stars with then you do
the following then you will need to apply for an ATAS. not need to
For example for a code G150, you will need to select G1 apply for an
at registration stage and apply for an ATAS. ATAS)
B1, B2, B9
C1, C2, C4,C5,C7,C9o
D3, D9
F1, F2, F3, F5, F8, F9
G1, G2, G4, G7, G9
H1, H2, H3, H4, H5, H6, H7, H8, HY
J2,34,15,17,19
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If you are joining an MEng part-way through and have (If your
done the rest of your studies outside the UK then you answer is NO

will need an ATAS certificate if your JACS code is one of then you do




the following: not need to
F2, F3, H3, H4, H5, &% 15 apply for an
ATAS)
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You will need information on the following areas to
complete an ATAS online application form:

Your contact details / passport details / name and
nationality of your spouse (partner) if applicable /
previous studies / previous and/or current employment
if applicable / published papers if applicable / previous
ATAS applications if applicable / the program of study
you are applying to follow in the UK (including JACS
code and research proposal) / hames and contact
details of 2 referees / how you will be funding your
studies
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Please complete an online application form on the
following site:
https://www.atas.fco.gov.uk/public/welcome.aspx

You will be sent an initial email acknowledging your
application and a further email, within 3 weeks, with
the result of your application, including an ATAS
clearance certificate, if approved.

If you have not heard anything within 3 weeks, you
may please write to our helpdesk atas@fco.gov.uk if
you are concerned you have missed our response.
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If you have received the clearance certificate, please
print it out and bring it along with your other supporting
documents for student visa application. You should be
aware however that applying for an ATAS certificate
does not guarantee your visa will be issued.

Please submit original documents and one set of photocopies. All the
documentation must be translated into English.
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IMPORTANT

Any applicant who has provided false representation, false documents, or who fails to
disclose material facts will be refused entry clearance whether or not the deception is with
the applicant's knowledge. Any applicant who has used deception in a previous entry
clearance application may have future entry clearance applications refused up to ten years.
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